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Devillers (1977) is the first author to provide a satisfactory
revision of the forms of large skuas, denus Catharacta, breeding
in the southern hemisphere. He found that while colour was
useful in series, it seldom permitted one to place an individual
specimen taken away from the breeding grounds to its proper form.
However, tarsus and culmen lengths and, to a lesser extent, wing
lengths and ratios of these three characters provide the basis for
the correct determination of specimens. Only for specimens with
measurements in areas of overlap does colour become important in
their determination.

Clancey (1982) has argued for the recognition of the nominate race
of the Subantarctic Skua Catharacta antarctica antarctica breeding
in the Falkland Islands as a member of the South African avifauna
or as occurring in South African waters. After an appeal to the
authority of Peters (1934) and Vincent (1952) (he might well have
added White 1965), all workers who wrote before there was moderate
clarity on the recognizable forms in Catharacta, he has cited
significant colour differences between his two nonadult Natal
taken specimens of nominate antarctica and adult breeding birds
from Marion Island which are C. a. madagascariensis (= lonnbergi).

However, nominate antarctica and madagascariensis are to be
recognized not principally on colour differences which may reflect
age and individual variation but on measurements as set out in
Table 1. As may be seen from Table 1 the two Natal specimens
assigned to nominate antarctica by Clancey (1982) cannot belong to
that form on mensural grounds but must belong to madadascarienstis
as maintained by Brooke (1978). It is, of course, accepted that
C. a. antarctica is a breeding summer visitor from mid October to
late April to the Falkland Islands (Woods 1975). It is believed
that most of them winter on the coasts of Argentina, Uruguay and
southern Brazil (e.g. Escalante 1970, Woods 1975, Blake 1977). It
is quite feasible that some birds cross the Atlantic to southern
Africa but there is, as yet, no evidence for this. I conclude
that no grounds exist for accepting the nominate race of C.
antarcetica as occurring in South African waters or anywhere else in
Africa.

REFERENCES

BLAKE, E.R. 1977. Manual of neotropical birds, Vol. 1. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

BROOKE, R.K. 1978. The Catharacta skuas (Aves: Laridae) occurring
in South African waters. Durban Mus. Novit. 1ll: 295-308.

Cormorant 10 (1982) 103




CLANCEY, P.A. 1982. On the Subantarctic Skua Catharacta
antaretica (Lesson) races occurring in South African sub-region
waters. Durban Mus. Novit. 13: 132-134,

DEVILLERS, P. 1977. The skuas of the North American Pacific
coast. Auk 94: 417-429,

ESCALANTE, R. 1970. Aves marinas del Rio de la Plata.
Montevideo: Barreiro & Ramos.

PETERS, J.L. 1934. Check-list of birds of the world, Vol. 2.
Cambridge (Mass.): Harvard University Press.

VINCENT, J. 1952. A check list of the birds of South Africa.
Cape Town: South African Ornithological Society.

WHITE, C.M.N. 1965. A revised check-list of African non—-passerine
birds. Lusaka: Government Printer.

WOODS, R.W. 1975. The birds of the Falkland Islands. Oswestry:
Nelson.

R.X. Brooke, Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology,
University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7700, South Africa

TABLE 1
MENSURAI CHARACTERS IN MM OF SUBANTARCTIC SKUAS CATHARACTA
ANTARCTICA ANTARCTICA AND C.A. MADAGASCARIENSIS (= LONNBERGI)

AFTER DEVILLERS (1977) AND MEASUREMENTS OF ALLEGED SOUTH AFRICAN

TAREN C.A. ANTARCTICA FROM BROOKE (1978)
Taxon Wing Culmen Tarsus
or specimen mean (range) mean (range) mean (range)
C, a. antarctica — 379 45,6 68,6
(355 - 397) (41,2 - 49,5) (61,5 - 72,9)
C. a. madagascariensis 415 51,7 77,0
(389 - 442) (47,5 - 56,0) (71,5 - 85,0)
juv. unsexed 390 52 75
4 Mar 1975
imm. female 385 56 80

20 Sep 1968
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