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The two subspecies of the Royal Albatross
Diomedea epomophora are known to breed only in
the New Zealand region (Robertson & Kinsky
1972, Watson 1975). The Northern Royal
Albatross D. e. sandfordi breeds at the Chatham
Islands, and on the South Island of New Zcaland,
whereas the southern form D. e 'epomophora
breeds at the Auckland Islands and Campbell
Island (Harper & Kinsky 1978). Records of Royal
Albatrosses in the Indian Ocean are few;
observations at sea off southern Africa and near
Marion Island were presented by Enticott (1986),
and recoveries of banded birds from the Indian
Ocean by Robertson & Kinsky (1972) and Stahl
(1987).

Here we report multiple sightings of a Southern
Royal Albatross from the general vicinity of Heard
Island and iles Kerguelen, southern Indian Ocean.
Twelve sightings were made between 26 May and
24 June 1990 from the R.S.V. Aurora Australis
between 4907-52338 and 7038-7550E. All
sightings were of a Stage 4 to Stage 5 bird
(Harrison 1983) and are conservatively assumed to
be of the same individual. The identification was
originally based on the plumage, but on one
occasion the bird approached the ship close encugh
to see clearly the black cutting edge of the
mandible. The entire upper surface of the bird was
white except for a dark trailing edge to the
ptimaries, with an all-white tail. The face, neck,
chest, stomach and underwings were all white. The
bill was pale pinkish in colour, with a slightly yellow
unguis.

Despite Royal Albatrosses being described as
circompolar (Harper & Kinsky 1978, Harrison
1983, Enticott 1986), there are only nine previously
published records of Royal Albatrosses from the
Indian Ocean; consisting of five banded birds
recovered from Japanese tuna boats (Robertson &
Kinsky 1972), and four observations at sca (Enticott
1986, Stahl 1987). Given the low numbers of

_ vessels present in the higher latitudes of the Indian

Ocean during the winter months, we believe the
paucity of published records of Royal Albatrosses
(of either subspecies) from this region is due to the
lack of observers, rather than to the absence of
Royal Albatrosses.
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