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The contents of all nests in a colony of Hartlaub's Gulls Larus
hartlaubii. at the Strandfontein Sewage Works, southwestern Cape,
South Africa (34 06S, 18 32E) were recorded from February to May
1978 by HGR. Visits were made at two-weekly intervals in
February and March, and weekly thereafter. Hartlaub's Gulls
were first recorded as having bred at Strandfontein in 1977
(Cooper & Pringle 1977).

Laying started in February and peaked in March (Table 1). The
first young hatched by early March and all eggs and young were
gone by late May. . 52% of all clutches recorded contained two
eggs, 28 % one egg and 20 ‘$ three eggs (Table 1). Similar
clutch size distributions have been recorded elsewhere. for the
species (Cooper ‘1977, Cooper & Sinclair 1977, Cooper et al.
1977, Williams 1977, Manry 1978, Kriel et al. 1980).

If the total numbers of each clutch size recorded in the season
are expressed as cumulative percentages in relation to date, it
is clear that three-egg clutches were more commonly recorded .
early in the laying period whereas one- and two-egg clutches
were more common later (Fig. 1). Many one- and two-egg:clutches
recorded probably represented incomplete two- and three-egg
clutches, leading to an underestimate of large clutches early in
the season. This might be offset, however, by partial predation
of larger clutches later in the season or by incomplete replace-
ment clutches at this time.

Many seabirds show a seasonal decrease in clutch size, usually
attributed to later laying by inexperienced pairs (Nelson 1980),
including the Silver Gull L. novaehollandiae of Australia
(Wooller & Dunlop 1979). In the closely related Redbilled Gull
L. n. scopuZznus of New Zealand, females lay progre581vely
earlier in the season as they age and clutch size increases with
age (Mills 1973). The -Strandfontein colony was probably
established recently and includes colour ringed birds less than -
six years old (Cooper & Pringle 1977).  Its apparent seasonal
decrease in clutch size may result from a diverse age
composition.
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Figure 1

The cumulative percentages of one, two and three egg clutches
in the Hartlaub's Gull Larus hartlaubii at Strandfontein

during 1978
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